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Senate 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Holy God, in whose presence dark 

nights of challenges are dispelled by 
the dawn of Your love, You know our 
needs before we express them. Thank 
You for daily providing our lawmakers 
with guidance and strength. 

Lord, we pause to thank You for the 
courage and sacrificial service of our 
Capitol Police. Forgive us when we 
take their daily courageous service for 
granted. Lord, forgive us, also, when 
we seem to forget that words matter 
and can become seeds that will bring a 
bitter harvest. 

Bring speedy healing to all those in-
jured in yesterday’s shooting and sol-
ace for all of us affected by this trag-
edy. 

Today, use our Senators as instru-
ments of Your peace, bringing unity 
from division, light from darkness, joy 
from sadness, and hope from despair. 

We pray in Your sacred Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
HELLER). Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

COUNTERING IRAN’S DESTA-
BILIZING ACTIVITIES ACT OF 2017 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of S. 722, which the 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 722) to impose sanctions with re-

spect to Iran in relation to Iran’s ballistic 
missile program, support for acts of inter-
national terrorism, and violations of human 
rights, and for other purposes. 

Pending: 
Corker (for Graham) amendment No. 240, 

to reaffirm the strategic importance of Arti-
cle 5 of the North Atlantic Treaty to the 
member nations of the North Atlantic Trea-
ty Organization and its contribution to 
maintaining stability throughout the world. 

Gardner modified amendment No. 250, to 
provide an exception for activities of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the time until 11 
a.m. will be equally divided between 
the two leaders or their designees. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

PRAYERS FOR THE VICTIMS OF THE 
CONGRESSIONAL BASEBALL PRACTICE SHOOTING 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, this 
morning, the Senate continues to send 
its prayers to all the victims of yester-
day’s horrific shooting. We know our 
House colleagues are all thinking 
about their colleague, Majority Whip 
SCALISE. It has been an immensely dif-
ficult 24 hours for all the victims, in-
cluding Matt Mika, who remains in 
ICU, Zach Barth, and, of course, Cap-
itol Police Officers Crystal Griner and 
David Bailey. Those officers didn’t 
back down when faced with this threat. 
Instead, as the Capitol Police always 
do, they put themselves in harm’s way 
to help protect others. Without them, 
we know so many more would have 
been injured. 

So we want to continue to express 
our gratitude to all those who gra-

ciously put their lives on the line to 
keep the Capitol community safe. In 
doing so, we are also reminded of the 
bravery of our colleagues on the field 
yesterday—those who stepped in to 
help friends who had been injured as 
they waited for first responders to ar-
rive. I think it says something about 
the character of those people as well. 

The events of yesterday were dev-
astating, and we know it will take time 
to heal. But for now, the members of 
the congressional baseball team have 
made the decision to go forward with 
tonight’s game, which will be played 
for charity. I know we will be thinking 
about each of them as they take the 
field tonight. 

Mr. President, the Senate today will 
take a final vote on the bipartisan first 
step to hold Iran and Russia account-
able. This follows overwhelmingly bi-
partisan action yesterday to approve 
the Russia sanctions amendment, an 
effort that would not have been pos-
sible without the good work of our For-
eign Relations Committee chairman, 
Senator CORKER, and our Banking 
chair, Senator CRAPO, and their rank-
ing members. 

After 8 years of failed foreign policy 
under the Obama administration, 8 
years of following the Obama adminis-
tration’s preferred strategy of drawing 
down both our forces and our commit-
ments, we must take a stronger stance 
in deterring Iran and holding its re-
gime accountable for its actions and 
addressing Russia’s years-long pattern 
of provocations. 

These sanctions, which are just one 
of our foreign policy tools, will only 
work as part of a broader effort to re-
build our military force structure and 
combat readiness in order to send a 
strong signal to friend and foe alike. 
The United States should no longer 
stand by and allow threats like these 
to go unaddressed. 

When the administration completes 
its series of strategic reviews, I will 
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